LESSON 2 — Righteousness Through Christ
Questions and Answers — Student Guide

Lesson Goal: God alone is righteous, that is, perfect. Today we will learn the answer to the question,
“How do people receive righteousness?”

Pre-lesson Preparation: Read Romans 3:20-29.

Think

First, imagine either a weighing scale with two trays at almost the same level or a teeter
totter that is almost level. Now imagine that the lower side with more weight shows the
good a person has done and the higher side shows the evil. What might this show that a
person is trying to reason out to make him or her right with God?

This is how many people picture their lives before God. But God expects people to be
perfectly righteous. You and | know our many sins that make us unrighteous before God.
Today’s Bible lesson from Romans 3:20-29 will help us learn, “How do people receive
righteousness?”

Evaluate
1. Who are the characters in this story?
2. What are the objects in this story?
3. Where did this story happen?
4. When did this story happen?
5. What is the problem?
6. What events occurred in this story?
7. s the problem solved? How?
Learn
8. What is the main theme of this lesson?
9. What sin does this lesson teach you to confess?

10. Where do you see the love of God in this lesson?

11. What does God teach you to do in this lesson?

Lead

12. What would be a good situation in which to share this message?

Additional questions

13. The believing Gentiles and Jews of Paul’s day thought that by obeying God’s law they

could earn God’s favor. Read verse 20. What does the law really do?

14. Paul explained that no one has obeyed the law perfectly. Read verse 28 to find out how

God declares each sinner righteous or justified (“just-as-if-I'd” never sinned.)



15. The Gentiles and Jews needed to learn that they could not earn God'’s favor, and God
used Paul to teach them about righteousness through Jesus Christ. In the 1500s, a man
name Martin Luther also needed to learn these things. Luther was a member of the
Roman Catholic Church, the church of his day. He trained to become a monk and then a
priest. Throughout his Catholic training, he was taught that it was not enough that Jesus
lived, died, and rose to save sinners. Luther was taught that Jesus’ work only made
salvation available. The sinner still had to combine good works with what Jesus did in
order to be saved.

A. Martin Luther sometimes went without food, stayed outside in the cold with
little on, and beat himself. Why do you think he did these things?

B. God used a priest to tell Luther to search the Bible for the forgiveness he so
wanted, but could not get on his own. Luther searched and searched, and God
the Holy Spirit guided and guided! Read one of the passages Luther
read—Romans 1:17. How does a person live in righteousness?

16. Read 1 Timothy 2:3-4. What is God’s greatest desire?

17. God loves all people and uses believers to share his saving message. God used Paul to
help confused people in Rome and used a priest to help miserable Luther. How does God
today help people learn about his love and forgiveness?

18. Out of thanks to God for making you righteous in his sight, how can you be like Paul to
someone?

Lesson wrap-up

19. How do people receive righteousness?



